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Grant that the star of your holiness may shine forever within our hearts,
and that we may find our treasure in offering you our humble praise. Amen.

– Mozarabic Liturgy

The Epiphany of the Lord
January 6, 2008
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T.S. ELIOT’S “JOURNEY OF THE MAGI”:

A REFLECTION FOR EPIPHANY SUNDAY

Enter the Magi. They are gentiles, outsiders, majestic
figures of wealth, power, and mystery! The Magi are quite
literally “star-gazers” – astrologers! Legend provides them
with names – Caspar, Melchior, and Balthassar – and
numerous biographies. Persistent associations with Isaiah
60, with its prophetic vision of “kings” guided by the light
of revelation has stirred the imagination of generations.
Rich imagery of “caravans of camels,” treasure -bearing
dromedaries laden with gold and frankincense, from exotic
Midian< Ephah, and Sheba have added glamour to the
Magi mystigue.

Back in the 1960's, learned, but unimaginative scripture
scholars looked upon a vast tapestry of myth and folklore
surrounding the Christmas Narrative, and judged the Magi
as a purely “literary” device. In other words, they never
existed! As I recall it, theirs was a defensible academic
position – a demythologization – but it was pastorally
stupid. The TRUTH of the Magi may be primarily symbolic,
but can anyone really know that the Magi and Star aren't
factual? When it comes to literature – and the Bible is
literature – I trust poets with faith more than overly
technical theologians to interpret what is revealed!

A poet, who approaches the story of the Magi with faith,
recognizes figures of speech and symbolism as a medium
of sharing not only facts, but experiences. Poetic
imagination translates ideas into experience.

A good example of what I mean is the modem poet, T.S.
Eliot. Captivated by the story of the Magi, Eliot was both an
artist of great erudition and a serious Anglo-Catholic. The
Christmas Narrative and a sermon by Bishop Lancelot
Andrewes stimulated Eliot's poetic imagination. His
imagination leads him not to a formal analysis and
conclusion – an exegesis – but to a faith-response. The
end result is his “Journey of the Magi.”

From Bishop Andrewes' sermon he took the point of view
that the Magi left everything and endured great hardship
and frustration on the way to Bethlehem. He creates a
paradox linking death and life throughout.

'A cold coming we had of it, 
Just the worst time of the year
For a journey;
The ways deep and the weather sharp,
The very dead of winter. '

Eliot describes no luxury junket to Judea. The narrating
wise man speaks of nasty-tempered camels and irascible
servants, deserting, drinking, or womanizing all the way.
The Magi are subjected to dirty villages with high prices,
mirages, and the “siren-song” of discouragement. Are they
fools?

Before arriving at Bethlehem's unfriendly inns, the Magi
see the “gift of new life” mirrored in nature. Something
more visionary is their prophetic glimpse of three trees and
an old white horse galloping away. This is life and death
imagery again. The three trees foreshadow the crucifixion,
the fleeing old white horse, the Law. Like a noble steed, it
has carried Israel. Its retreat betokens the advent of the
Messiah.

The inn with “vine leaves over the lintel” is little more than
a tavern where drunkenness, gambling, discontent, and
ignorance reign.

Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver,
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins...

In the inn there is an old chaos with a hint of Judas'
betrayal and despair, but no information.

Remembering all the pains the Magi have endured as well
as the ugliness and confusion around them, it is nothing
short of a miracle that actually brings them to the place
where Jesus is.

Finding the place; it was (you may say) satisfactory.

“SATISFACTORY” – what a word! It means, all at once,
the journey had been worth all their pains and losses and
that it was fulfilling.

But Eliot's “Journey” doesn't end there. His narrator has
been recalling an experience long past. He is now back in
Persia. His feelings return to the paradox of death and life.

And I would do it again, but set down ...
This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly ...
I had seen birth and death,
But had thought that they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their gods.
I would be glad of another death.

The final lines spin the paradox into a knot. What the Magi
have seen is revolutionary. They cannot return to their old
life. The Birth of Christ meant the Death of their beliefs and
their belonging. In truth, for the Magi, nothing could be
“satisfactory” again without Christ. They wait for an end of
life to resume their journey to Christ.

On the Solemnity of Epiphany, such thoughts bring us to
the real meaning of the Magi. They are not star-gazers,
kings, or extravagant gift-givers. THEY ARE SEARCHERS
LIKE US. ONCE WE FIND CHRIST, NOTHING ELSE
SATISFIES.

– Fr. Luczak
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Stewardship –---------------------------------------------------- Sunday Collections

             Weekly (This Year) 12/23/07 - $12,362.43                               (Last Year) 12/24/06 - $10,833.76

Weekly (This Year) 12/30/07 - $ 12,363.02         (Last year) 12/31/06 - $11,059.64

SPIRITUAL
LIFE

LITURGY BOARD AND PLANNERS

The Liturgy Board and Planning Teams will meet  this
Monday, January 7th, at 8:00 p.m. in the Holy
Family Room. We will evaluate the Advent/
Christmas season and plan for Lent/Triduum/ Easter.
Please contact Julie  Higgins or Dee Stanton if you
cannot come.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS

If you are interested in a spiritual process of prayer,
study, discussion and involvement in the life of the
faith community, which could lead one to being
baptized, received into the full communion of the
Catholic Church, or completing one’s Catholic
initiation, please contact Dee Stanton or Joyce Mills
at 847/966-1180. They will be happy to talk to you
about the RCIA.

READINGS FOR THE FEAST OF
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD (white)

Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7
Psalm 29: 1-4, 9-10

Acts 10: 34-38
Matthew 3:13-17

ABOUT NEXT WEEK'S READINGS

Isaiah: “This section of the Book of Isaiah contains
the words of a prophet who spoke to God’s people
exiled in Babylon. Four different times the prophet
speaks about a mysterious servant who will one day
deliver the Israelites and make them great again.
Today we hear one of these passages.”

Acts: “The Apostle Peter was originally skeptical
about preaching the Gospel to non-Jews. But one
day, the Holy Spirit summoned him to preach to a
Gentile—the pagan army officer Cornelius and his
household. We will now hear Peter speak about the
remarkable effect this had upon him.”

2008 ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL BEGINS
 THE LORD IS MY LIGHT... PSALM 27:1

Many of our parishioners either have or soon will receive a mailing from Cardinal George. He will ask that you
make a pledge to the 2008 Annual Catholic Appeal.

The Appeal not only funds the operations of the Archdiocese, it funds services that are of great help to the
ministries here in our parish. For example, ACA funds support for Liturgical Ministers, Catechists, Maintenance
Facilities, Capital Improvements, RCIA, Ethnic Ministries...

Your financial support is important. The success of the Appeal depends upon the gifts given by each of us to
support our Archdiocese. Each of our gifts enables our parishioners to reach far beyond our parish boundaries.
They bring the light of Christ to many who are served through education, ministry and services provided by the
Archdiocese of Chicago.

When our parish reaches its goal, 100% of the additional funds received are returned to us for use in our parish.

Please answer the Cardinal's request and make a generous pledge.
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TABLE GRACE: SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY

Leader: From The East came the Magi to Bethlehem to adore the Lord; 
 Opening their treasures they offered precious gifts.

       All: Gold to the great King, incense to the true God, and myrrh as symbol
 of his burial.  

“Mighty God, you made manifest the mystery of your Word made flesh with the witness
of a blazing star. And seeing it, the Magi came from afar and offered you gifts. Grant that
the star of your holiness may shine forever within our hearts, and that we may find our
treasure in offering you our praise and thanksgiving. Amen.”

EPIPHANY HOME BLESSING

(It is a “Twelfth Night” ritual to bless the home and to mark it with a piece of chalk blessed at church. While
there are many different forms of the home blessing, this one is taken from the book To Dance With God
by Gertrude Mueller Nelson.)

Leader: Peace be to this house.   

       All: And to all who live here.

Leader: Three wise men came to Bethlehem to honor the Lord, and opening their treasure offered 
  precious gifts: gold to the great king, incense to the true God and myrrh for Christ’s body
  which would suffer and die like our own.

Let us pray: O God, you used the light of a star to show all nations and peoples your only-begotten Son.
Allow us also, who know you by faith, to recognize you in the epiphanies of our life experiences. Be
enlightened and shine forth, O Jerusalem, for your light has come and the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ,
born of Mary, shines upon you.  

       All: All nations will walk in your light and kings in the brilliance of your splendor. 

Leader: And the glory of the Lord is risen on you.

Bless, O Lord, this household and family, and allow all of us who live here to find in it a shelter of peace
and health. Inspire each of us in this family to develop our individual talents and to contribute wisdom and
good works for the benefit of the whole. Make our house a haven for us all and a place of warmth and
caring for all our friends who come to visit us. Enlighten us with the brilliance of your Epiphany star so that,
as we leave house and family to go out into the world, we might clearly see our way to you and discover
you in our work and play. This we ask to your glory and in the power of your kingship.

       All: For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory now and forever. Amen.

(Rooms and family are blessed with holy water. Then the initials of the legendary names of the Magi
–Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar– are written with chalk on or over the main doors of the house and framed
by the number of the New Year in this way:   20 + C + M + B + 08.  Because the names of the Wise Men
are legendary, a recent suggestion has been made that CMB stand for “Christe Mansionem Benedica,”
which means “Christ, bless this house.”)
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EDUCATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

* RE Classes for Grades 1-Confirmation Year II resume
this Monday, January 7th at 6:45 p.m.

* RE Families and interested parishioners are invited to
join the children and faculty for adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and Benediction on Monday,
January 7th, at 7:30 p.m. Ms. Mallari’s Sixth Grade
class will help lead our prayer. 

* First Communion Families have a meeting on
Monday, January 14th, at 6:45 p.m. in the Holy Family
Room to discuss preparation for the sacrament. It is
very important that at least one parent/guardian attend
for each student. Children will have class that night at
the usual time.

BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study will begin again this Wednesday, January
9th, at 9:30 a.m. in the Holy Family Room. The new
study will be on St. Paul's first letter to the Corinthians.
This is a combination bible study and faith-sharing
group. No previous Bible Study experience is
necessary. Cost for materials is $10, but all are
welcome regardless of ability to pay. For further
information or to register, please call the RE Office,
847/966-1180.

PONDERING OVER
PIZZA

Our next pizza dinner and
adult enrichment discussion
will be on Saturday, January
12th, after the 5:00 p.m.
Mass downstairs in the Hall.
We will conclude our
discussion of the Our Father. Cost is $5 per person for
dinner. If finances are tight but you want to come, you're
welcome (but do RSVP). RSVP to the RE Office by
January 10th, 847/966-1180.

PARISH  LIFE

To my wonderful St. Isaac Jogues Parishioners,

Thank you for your powerful prayers in my behalf.  I am
now in remission and feeling very good.  

You have always remained very dear to me as I have
spent some of my happiest years at St. Isaac Jogues.

Lovingly,
Sister Agnes Martinka, SLW

ST. ISAAC JOGUES BINGO
Friday Nights - Church Hall

8101 Golf Road  Niles, IL  
847-967-1060

Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Games start at 7:00 p.m. 

      HUMAN  CONCERNS

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY?
Feeling confused or distraught?

Call HOPELINE for confidential aid. (847) 823-HOPE.

Calling all Men & Women !!
St. Isaac Jogues Women’s Club
Snowflake Card & Bunco Party

     Tuesday, January 29th 
7:00 PM in the Church Hall

Donation $10.00

Come in out of the cold and play the
game of your choice.  Bring your
friends and enjoy a really fun
evening!  Complimentary coffee
and...  Table prizes.

Tickets available through SIJ WC members or
Rectory - 847.967.1060
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Sunday, January 6
  7:30 am For The Living & Deceased Members

of St. Isaac Jogues & Their Families;
Nunzio Ottolino

  9:00 am Steven Zourkas
10:30 am Elaine DeMeo
12:00 pm Lacardo Montesinos & Giuseppe Marisco

Monday, January 7
  8:00 am Purgatorial Society;

   Special Intention
 
Tuesday, January 8
     8:00 am Joseph & Mary Jagiello

Wednesday, January 9
    8:00 am Gail McMillan

Thursday, January 10
  8:00 am Blaumueller Family

Friday, January 11
  8:00 am Ryan & Ray Families

Saturday, January 12
  8:00 am Communion Service - No Intentions
  5:00 pm Salvador Deguzman

Sunday, January 13
  7:30 am Richard Arendt
  9:00 am For The Living & Deceased Members

of St. Isaac Jogues & Their Families;
Natalie Ainsworth

10:30 am Erick Johnson
12:00 pm Howard S. Krick

Reconciliation 
     Fr. McGlynn

Liturgies  next weekend
             January 12 - 13

              Presider 

  5:00 pm Fr. McGlynn/Deacon Stanton
  7:30 am Fr. Luczak/Deacon Ranola
  9:00 am Fr. McGlynn/Deacon Ranola
10:30 am Fr. Kalas/Deacon Stanton
12:00 pm Fr. Janowski/Deacon Stanton

Altar Servers  

  5:00 pm Roshan Muringothu, Rino Muringothu,
Mercedez Gallegos

  7:30 am Katherine Lenart, Sandra Kietlinska,
Kathleen Vega

       9:00 am Celina Antony, Tiffany Joseph,
Tiffin Joseph

10:30 am Christy Thomas, Justin Thomas,
Avery Simmons

12:00 pm Oskar Bednarek, David Cirrincione,
Elizabeth Stanton

Sacristy Committee
Mary Ann Scanlon, Arlene Turek

Relatives & Friends
Please remember the sick and hospitalized:

Glori Anderson, Bob Arns, Margaret Dietz,
Steve Farago, Philip Godfrey, Fr. Bernard Kennedy, 

Lawrence Kotwica, Mark Koz, Maria Ladd,
Megan Lawler, Jeffrey McCarthy, Lillian McCloud, 

Bob Meyers, Marilyn Michaels, Dana Michelle,
Tammy Heffernan Propst, Mary Lou Romano,

Tony Romito, Joseph Sclafani, Paul Sitkowski, 
Pat Terzakis, Esther Turner, Joseph Vasile, 

Chuck Watson, Joe Wleklinski, Mary Zimniewicz, 
Megan Zimniewicz Upshaw.

Also please pray for the faithful departed:
Fred Alba, father of Norma Ambrosio,
  Edward Puisis, husband of Joanne. 

They opened their treasures and offered Him gifts of gold, frankincese, and myrrh.

                                                                                         - Matthew 2:11b
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PASTOR:  Rev. Andrew Luczak

PASTORAL STAFF:
Mr. Bob Kerls, Parish Business Administrator
Mrs. Dolores Stanton,Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Patricia Kellen, Parish Nurse
Mrs. Lisa Hall, Music Director

DEACON COMMUNITY:
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. O’Keefe
Mr. Rod Ranola
Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Stanton

WEEKEND LITURGY PRESIDERS:
Rev. Ron Kalas
Rev. Larry Janowski, O.F.M.
Rev. Bernard Kennedy, O.F.M.
Rev. Philip McGlynn, O.S.M.

Eucharistic Celebrations:     
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30, & 12:00 Noon
Monday - Friday:  8:00 AM
Saturday: 8:00 AM & 5:00 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday, 11:00 - 12:00 Noon or anytime by request. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: Must be registered for six
months prior to setting the wedding date with an additional
six months for necessary preparation. Note: The following
wedding times can be scheduled:

Friday at 5:00 p.m.;
Saturday at 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.;
Sunday at 3:00 p.m. (Ceremony only)

Sacrament of Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday of each
month at 1:30 PM.  Baptism Preparation Session must be
completed before Baptism.  Contact the Parish Office as
soon as possible for details.

Parish Office  Website: http://sij-parish.com
     E-mail:   office@sij-parish.com

8149 Golf Road, Niles, IL. 60714. . . . . . . . . . . 967-1060
Mrs. Janet Piovosi (Parish Secretary)
Mrs. Emilie Casacchia (Data Processor)
Mrs. Marlene Garber (Data Processor)

Religious Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 966-1180
Staff Secretary

Parish Nurse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 967-1094
Music Ministry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 967-1091
Parish Hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . 965-1091
Ministry Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 965-6911

Parish School:
St. John Brebeuf School. . . . . . . . . . . . . 966-3266

Principal: Mrs. Margaret Whitman

ADDING NAMES TO THE PARISH SICK LIST

It has always been the policy of St. Isaac Jogues to offer our parish community an opportunity to pray for those parishioners
who are ill and in need of our prayers.  We have tried to keep close track of these names for our Bulletin as they are made
available to us. 

However, now we face an important privacy issue, very much like the issues faced by hospitals, health institutions, and certainly
by other parishes.

We cannot (by law) publicly let our parish community know the health status of any of our members without their
permission.

We appreciate the fact that often friends, neighbors, and acquaintances wish to do something special for a person who is ill,
and ask to place their name on the list to be prayed for.  While their intentions are surely good, we simply can no longer accept
names in this manner.

We will institute a new process regarding calling in names for the Bulletin list.

Names for the sick list placed in the Bulletin have to be called in by the person who is ill, or by a member of their
family. At the time they call in the name, they will be asked whether they are the sick person him/ herself, or a member of their
family, and if they give permission for the name to be placed on the list. They will be asked for the correct spelling of the sick
person's name. If a family member, they will be required to give their name for our records.

Thank you for your patience regarding this new process.  We wish to do all we can to offer our parish community the
opportunity to offer prayers for those who are ill — but we must also be cognizant of the fact that all members of our
congregation are entitled to their privacy in this regard.


