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Mexico, has had a large Greek population. Most
have emigrated from the Greeks Islands where
they were sponge divers or fishermen. The custom
of “diving for the cross” is an act of devotion and
a link with the past. No one really knows the
precise origin of the custom. At Point Sounian,
near Athens, a guide described a similar ritual
whereby the god, Poseidon, could be placated by
throwing his image into a storm-tossed sea. The
guide explained that Christian sea captains may do
something quite similar in a storm with an icon of
St. Nicholas. Despite such speculation, the custom
of blessing water by submerging a cross in it three
times is part of the of the sacred ritual of the
Orthodox Church. It represents Christ’s descent
into the Jordan. Following the blessing at Tarpon
Springs, there 1s a colorful procession to the shore
where eager youths await the Archbishop. As he
arrives at the water's edge, the Archbishop holds
the cross high, and then casts it as far out as
possible into the sea. His gesture symbolizes the
Word of God being cast into the world. From the
shore, many local young men and boys dive in to
the water and contend to retrieve the cross.

Blessing with the Cross

The search for the cross is a symbol of humankind
seeking truth. When someone finally emerges
holding the cross, he is taken to the Archbishop for
a blessing. He is also presented with both the
cross and a special golden trophy.

A variation of this Greek custom is observed in the
Slavic North. Ice and snow do not daunt the
faithful participating in the Blessing of the Waters.
Often a frozen lake or pond is the scene of the
blessing. A hole is cut into the ice. When the priest
blesses the lake or pond, he submerges a cross in
the water three times. After the blessing, young
men may strip down and plunge into the icy water.
They submerge three times. It a ritual reminder of
the three - fold immersion of Sacramental Baptism
in the Eastern Church. For the sincere, it is an act
of devotion. For the daring, it is proof of strength
and endurance. Human nature being what it is, the
“northern triple plunge” may not really reflect the
Jordan's blessing so much as the "Polar Bear Club"
going for a dip! In any case, it is “dramatic!”

- Fr. Luczak

Slavic Blessing of the Waters
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Financial Snapshot

Actual Budget Difference Actual Last Yr _ Difference

Fourth Sunday of December $10,495 $13,900 ($3,405) $10,495 $13,452 ($2,957)

Total for December $43,981 $49,000 ($5,019) $43,981 $46,480 ($2,499)

The month of December ended on a decidedly down notel The Sunday Collection for December 27th was
significantly below our budget target and last years collection.

Actual Budget Difference Actual Last Yr__ Difference
First Sunday of January $13,458 $12,800 $658 $13,458 $11,997 $1,461
Mary Mother of God $2,824 $4,000 ($1,176) $2,824 $3,932 ($1,108)
January Month to Date $16,282 $16,800 ($518) $16,282 $15,929 $353

Year to Date $294,332 $299,775 ($5.443) $294,332 $295,603 ($1,271)

Results for the First Sunday of January show a continuation of December's downward trend! We urge everyone
who can to increase their weekly collection by just $2.00. This will help us to avoid a deficit for the
Parish. Next week's Financial Snapshot will include figures for the Christmas Collection.

ﬁ SPIRITUAL LIFE N,

N
YOU’'RE INVITED TO A BABY SHOWER AND HOSPITALITY NEXT WEEKEND.... © @

After all Masses next weekend, January 16-17 you’re invited to the Holy Family Room for a Baby Shower in
support of The Women’s Center. One of their representatives will be around after most of the Masses to meet
you and to talk about the pro-life work of the center. The following is a list of needed items to help pregnant
moms and their babies:

New clothing (newborn to 18 months)—onesies, undershirts, sleepers, outfits, booties, hats and socks; New
bedroom/bathroom/hygiene items—diapers (newborn to size 6), crib sheets & blankets, bottles, baby powder,
shampoo & lotion, bath towels, baby bathtubs, receiving blankets, and bibs; New and Used Furniture—car
seats, strollers, playpens, carriers, bassinets, highchairs, port-a-cribs. Please note they are not accepting
toys at this time. Your generosity will be greatly appreciated and your efforts will speak of our belief in the
holiness of all life.

Hospitality will be provided by the Spiritual Life and Parish Life Commissions. We look forward to sharing in
this event with you! All are welcome!

SPIRITUAL LIFE COMMISSION

The Spiritual Life Commission will meet on Tuesday, January 12", at 7:30 p.m. in the RE Office.
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CATHOLICS COME HOME

“Today’s Gospel story of the Baptism of the Lord seems so fitting now that we have entered the second half
of the Catholics Come Home evangelization initiative. During the time of John the Baptist people were waiting
in great anticipation for the coming of the Christ. They continued to live in hope that God would save them just
as he had promised Abraham and all the generations that came afterward. It was their faith in God and their
hope for the future that kept them watchful for the messiah.

“Today we have the joy of knowing Jesus, the Christ, through our baptism and in our practice of faith. No
longer do we wait for salvation for we have tasted it in the Eucharist and felt it in the water and oil of our Bap-
tism. Jesus called us to go out and spread the Good News. That is the reason for the Catholics Come Home
evangelization effort. Today we have an opportunity to talk to others about our faith by simply asking, ‘Have
you seen those commercials on TV?’ Just by getting people to talk about Catholics Come Home you may be
planting the seeds of faith that could blossom in the future.

“The first line of today’s Gospel may ring true in your hearts today, ‘The people were filled with expectation.’
At the halfway point in the Catholics Come Home advertisement schedule some parishes have seen and
heard of those who have been moved to return to the Church and others wait expectantly. It is helpful to re-
member that God is present in all things and we may never really know how our efforts and this invitation
back to the Church has touched the lives of those who have drifted. It is through prayer that we can stay
grounded in our faith and it is prayer that nurtures the seeds of hope within us.”
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FATHER CAM'S 50 ANNIVERSARY

“Every High priest is taken from among men and made their representative before God, to offer gifts and
sacrifices for sins.” (Hebrews 5:4-6)

All are cordially invited to join Fr. Cam in a Mass of Thanksgiving at 12 Noon on Sunday, January 31%, on
the occasion of his 50" Anniversary of ordination to the priesthood of Jesus the High Priest. He would be
honored if you could come.

A reception will be held in the Holy Family Room immediately following the Mass until 3:00 p.m. In
addition to the food being provided by several of our parish ministries and organizations, we would
appreciate hors d’oeuvres, cookies, brownies, or other finger-type food. Please call the RE Office at
847/966-1180 and let us know for planning purposes. Thank you!
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% EDUCATION

RE NEWS

*Permission slips for the Confirmation Year | Retreat are to be turned in to your child’s Catechist or the RE
Office by Monday, January 11.

*There is a preparation meeting for First Communion Families this Monday, January 11", at 6:45 p.m. in the
Holy Family Room. At least one adult from each family is expected to attend. Calendars and home
preparation materials will be distributed and discussed. The children will go to class as usual and the meeting
will be done by the end of class.

The Confirmation Year | Retreat is this Saturday, January 16", beginning at 1:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
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A meeting for their parents/guardians will be at 4 p.m. in the Holy Family Room. The students will join with
their families and then attend the 5 p.m. Mass, which will include a brief enrollment rite. Students are to be on
time and to dress appropriately for Mass. If families have any questions, please call the RE Office at
847/966-1180

ADULT CONFIRMATION M

Older teens and adults who have made their Communion but have not yet been confirmed are invited to
participate in preparation sessions beginning today, January 10", at 9 a.m. in the Religious Education Office.
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated in early May. For more information, please call the

Religious Education Office, 847/966-1180.
BIBLE STUDY —

Our next Bible Study session begins this Wednesday, January 13", at 9:30 a.m. in Rm. 6 of the school
(please enter building from the Holy Family Room door). We will be studying St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians.
Previous bible study is not necessary for this combination study and faith-sharing group. To register or for
more information, please call the RE Office, 847/966-1180.
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HUMAN CONCERNS

Human Concerns Commission
Dear Parishioners,

It is the vision of the Archdiocese of Chicago that each parish have a Pastoral Council. We had such a
structure in place, but, several years ago, it & three component Commissions (Education, Human Concerns &
Parish Life) became inactive. Bishop Kane has asked that these bodies re-form. To that end, Fr. Andrew &
Dee Stanton have convened a group of parishioners who are the nucleus of a new Parish Life Commission
(PLC). Because of my past involvement with Human Concerns (HCC), | have been charged with the task of
reorganizing that Commission. For 2010, it is my hope to gather a core group of parishioners to learn about
Catholic social justice teaching, become familiar with the work of the existing HCC organizations, begin to
educate the parish-at-large about HCC issues & to identify projects HCC could undertake. If you would be
interested in joining me in re-forming the Human Concerns Commission, please contact me at 967-1094.

Peace,
Pat Kellen
The Nurse Is In...Room 6 Today, Jan. 10
(@
Our Parish Nurse will be in Room 6 today, Sunday, Jan. 10 from 8:30AM to 1:30PM to meet with %
individuals to discuss health issues/ advance care planning, check a blood pressure or answer é

questions. If you’ve not made an appointment, stop by to see if she has an opening.
Safety & Health Board to Meet
Our newly forming Safety & Health Board will meet Tues., Jan. 12 at 7PM in the Holy Family Room. Any adult

parishioners interested in the wellness of our parish family/ local community & expanding the Parish Nurse
Ministry at St. Isaac Jogues are invited to attend. A background in a health or safety-related profession is
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desirable, but not required. For information, contact Pat Kellen at 967-1094.
Wrapped in His Love: St. Isaac Prayer Shawl Ministry

Parishioners with crochet or knitting skills are invited to participate in this new ministry. We meet the third
Thurs. of the month from 10 to 11:30AM in Room 6 to share prayer, conversation, & a “cup of” while making
shawls with prayers woven in for those needing spiritual & physical support as they deal with illness or loss.
Bring your needles (13 or larger) or hooks (M, N or P). Patterns & kits await. Our next gathering is set for
Thurs., Jan 21. If you plan to attend, please contact Pat Kellen at 967-1094 so that she can ensure ample
supplies will be on hand.
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/m\ PARISH LIFE Water of Life

A sudden turn of events

And we are thrown
Ready or not
Into the murky water
Of doubt or concern
Only to rise
Above our weaknesses
To a new level of mission
Only we can fulfill
And a new purpose
Only we can define

© J. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

Leandro Ezekiel Llamas, son of
Vincent Llamas and Lee Angela Mango

A brush with death
An experience of poverty
A blank stare on injustice

Or an uncertain future
Doesn’t have to weigh us
Down into despair
For with God’s grace
We can well be planted
On solid ground of faith
Where all things
Can be made holy

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson (Rosario»

Mr. Michael Krick

The sky has been opened
And the path to new life
Challenges those
In the murky waters of life
To store treasure in Heaven
And to trust in God the Son
Who became
Our Brother and Savior
So that with the Holy Spirit
We can live our lives
As God’s beloved children

yDont

Forget
PARISH LIFE COMMISSION

The Parish Life Commission will meet this
Thursday, January 14", at 7:30 p.m.

in the Holy Family Room. - Deacon Rod

............................................................... -
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
THE YEAR OF THE TIGER

Welcome Ladies of
Saint Isaac Jogues Women'’s Club
and their friends

On Thursday, January 19 wWe Will have our
quarterly ™Mass and Teceling
Mass—7:00 P™M.
followed by
Dinner and Tun

The cost of this extravaganza is
$8.00 per person

Please send Your check, made out to
St. Isaac Jogues Women'’s Club,
to Barbara Napravinik
by January 11.
(No payment will be taken at the door.)

The BIGGLER the turnout,
the more the FUN.

Yours in Christ

Barbara Napravnik

YOUR BEST

Give to the world the best you have and the
best will come back to you.

- Anonymous

St. Joseph Table h

The Saint Joseph Table will be held Sunday,:
March 7™. It is a beautiful tradition made so by!
the prayers, food & monetary donations and:
help of many, many people. All are invited to.
rconsider how they can support and part|C|pate'
1in the St. Joseph Table. Please call the RE !
'Offlce 847/966-1180, and leave a message for.
1 Santa or Dee if you are willing to donate to or!
rwork at the St. Joseph Table. Help will be
'needed with set-up, procuring donations,;
1serving, clean-up, etc. and this will be a great:
iway to meet new friends in our parishi
'communlty Parish ministries and organlzatlons'
1are encouraged to provide food and/or helping !
ihands! We look forward to hearing from you!

ST. ISAAC JOGUES MEN'S CLUB

&

IT S CHILI TIME

The St. Isaac Jogues Men’s Club Annual
Chili Cook off will be held at the next
Men’s Club Meeting,
Thursday, January 21, at 7:00 p.m.
in the church hall.

Come and vote for the best Chili Chef.
1st Prize $25.00

Tim Matousek, CPA
will talk about preparing your
2009 Income Tax Return.

All men of the Parish are invited.
Come and enjoy the first 2010 gathering.
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ST ISAAC JOGUES WOMEN'S CLUB

INATED

Will host its 4th Annual
Card & Bunco Party

Thursday, January 2sth
in
the Holy Family room

We had so much time at the last 3z parties,
we decided to do it again.

All parish members are invited as
well as their friends.

\[* % You can play
Bunco, Poker, Bridge
whatever game you
and your friends enjoy.

Each table of 4 to 6 will receive a
table prize of $10.00

Pop Corn & Pop
Refreshments will be served after the
(?

games.
S

Freshly Baked Pie
Donation—$10.00

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE

Tickets will be available soon through
Club Members or by calling
Mary at 847.966.9679

A Prayer for Our Nation

Almighty God, Who has given us this good
land for our heritage; we humbly beseech
Thee that we may always prove ourselves a
people mindful of Thy favor and glad to do
Thy will. Bless our land with honorable
ministry, sound learning, and pure manners.

Save us from violence, discord, and
confusion, from pride and arrogance, and
from every evil way. Defend our liberties,
and fashion into one united people the
multitude brought hither out of many
kindreds and tongues.

Endow with Thy Spirit of wisdom those to
whom in Thy Name we entrust the authority
of government, that there may be justice
and peace at home, and that through
obedience to Thy Law, we may show forth
Thy praise among the nations of the earth.

In time of prosperity fill our hearts with
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble,
suffer not our trust in Thee to fail; all of
which we ask through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

(Thomas Jefferson, from an adress given in
Washington D.C., March, 1801)
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Sunday, January 10

7:30 am Richard M. Arendt
9:00 am For the Living & Deceased Members of
St. Isaac Jogues & their Families; .
Steven Zourkas ?gg 2::
10:30 am Marian Brugiel 9:00 am
12:00 pm Caridad Mikulec 10:30 am
12:
Monday, January 11 00 pm
8:00 am Purgatorial Society;
Paul Frantell
Tuesday, January 12 .
8:00 am Marilyn Styzen 5:00 pm
Wednesday, January 13 7:30 am
8:00 am Richard Noble 9:00 am
Thursday, January 14 10:
8:00 am Frank Vogt & Family 0:30 am
12:00 pm

Friday, January 15
8:00 am Ann Maloney

Saturday, January 16
8:00 am Communion Service-No Intentions
5:00 pm John Blaumueller

Liturgies next weekend

January 16-17
Presider

Fr. Kalas/Deacon Rod

Fr. Fr. Janas/Deacon Paul

Fr. Kennedy/Deacon Paul

Fr Luczak/Deacon Rod

Fr. Stagaman/Deacon Rod

B |

Altar Servers

Roshan Muringothul, Rino Muringothu,
Joanne Areno

Elizabeth Stanton, Sabin Thomas,
Kevin Thomas

Aisha Fernando, Samuel Ratner,
Rachel Nieva

Caroline Jaroslawski, Paul Jaroslawski,
Geleen Reyes

Kathy Janik, Alexis Janik,

Anya Piska

Relatives & Friends

Please remember the sick and hospitalized:

Dan Anfuso, Bob Arns, Shirley Arns, John Arns, Jr.,
Andre Baros, Noah Baros, Linda Bennett, Shawn Bong,

Sunday, January 17 Genevieve Conway, Mary Cornwell, Ed D'Souza,

Tidgam  Blary Wenzel & Donna Volant Edward Gaske, Shirley Klein, Maria Ladd,
19:00 am E a tre]r CIB_a D M ¢ Gailmarie Mattison, Laura Maya, Lillian McCloud,
0:30 am orlt e Living & ecr?qs?:d $mpers o Mariel Mentink, Marilyn Michaels, Susan Nowak, Tammy
Ezviia}a(gl‘lj;r?]ues & their Families; Heffernan Propst, Tony Romito, Linda Bong Sanchez,
12:00 pm  Jim Smith Paul Sitkowski, Clariza St. George, John Terzakis,

Pat Terzakis, Alec Upshaw, Megan Zimniewicz Upshaw,

Chuck Watson, Mary Zimniewicz.
Sacristy Committee u ry Zimniewicz

Diana Korman, Kathy Zacharia

REST IN PEACE

Reconciliation:
Timo Schenkemeyer

Fr. McGlynn.

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

He saved us through the bath and rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

- Titus 3:5
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PASTOR: Rev. Andrew Luczak
ASSOCIATE PASTOR: Rev. Camillus Janas, O.F.M

PASTORAL STAFF:
Deacon Bob Kerls, Parish Business Administrator
Mrs. Dolores Stanton, Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Patricia Kellen, Parish Nurse
Ms. Lisa Hall, Music Director

DEACON COMMUNITY:
Deacon & Mrs. Robert C. O’Keefe
Deacon Rod Ranola
Deacon & Mrs. Paul M. Stanton

WEEKEND LITURGY PRESIDERS:
Rev. Ron Kalas
Rev. Bernard Kennedy, O.F.M.
Rev. Philip McGlynn, O.S.M.
Rev. David Stagaman, S.J.

Eucharistic Celebrations:
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30, & 12:00 Noon
Monday - Friday: 8:00 AM
Saturday: 8:00 AM & 5:00 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 11:00 - 12:00 Noon or anytime by request.

Sacrament of Matrimony: Must be registered for six
months prior to setting the wedding date with an addi-
tional six months for necessary preparation. Note: The
following wedding times can be scheduled:

Friday at 5:00 p.m.;

Saturday at 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.;

Sunday at 3:00 p.m. (Ceremony only)

Sacrament of Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday of
each month at 1:30 PM. Baptism Preparation Session
must be completed before Baptism. Contact the Parish
Office as soon as possible for details.

Parish Office Website: http://sij-parish.com
E-mail: office@sij-parish.com

8149 Golf Road, Niles, IL. 60714. . ... .. 967-1060
Mrs. Janet Piovosi (Parish Secretary)
Mrs. Emilie Casacchia (Data Processor)
Mrs. Marlene Garber (Data Processor)
Mrs. Jane Piper (Bulletin Editor)

Religious Education. .............. 966-1180
Staff Secretary
ParishNurse....................... 967-1094
Music Ministry. .. ................... 967-1091
ParishHall.............. .......... 965-1091
MinistryCenter. .................. 965-6911
Parish School:
St. John Brebeuf School. ........ 966-3266

Principal: Mrs. Margaret Whitman

ADDING NAMES TO THE PARISH SICK LIST

It has always been the policy of St. Isaac Jogues to offer our parish community an opportunity to pray for those parish-
ioners who are ill and in need of our prayers. We have tried to keep close track of these names for our Bulletin as they

are made available to us.

However, now we face an important privacy issue, very much like the issues faced by hospitals, health institutions, and

certainly by other parishes.

We cannot (by law) publicly let our parish community know the health status of any of our members without

their permission.

We appreciate the fact that often friends, neighbors, and acquaintances wish to do something special for a person who is
ill, and ask to place their name on the list to be prayed for. While their intentions are surely good, we simply can no

longer accept names in this manner.

We will institute a new process regarding calling in names for the Bulletin list.

Names for the sick list placed in the Bulletin have to be called in by the person who is ill, or by a member of
their family. At the time they call in the name, they will be asked whether they are the sick person him/ herself, or a
member of their family, and if they give permission for the name to be placed on the list. They will be asked for the cor-
rect spelling of the sick person's name. If a family member, they will be required to give their name for our records.

Thank you for your patience regarding this new process. We wish to do all we can to offer our parish community the
opportunity to offer prayers for those who are ill — but we must also be cognizant of the fact that all members of our con-

gregation are entitled to their privacy in this regard.



CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS
ST. ISAAC JOGUES #512032
8149 Golf Road

Niles, IL 60714

TELEPHONE
847 967-1060

CONTACT PERSON
Jane/Janet

SOFTWARE

MS Publisher 2003
Adobe Acrobat 8.0
Windows XP Professional

PRINTER
Canon IR 3035

NUMBER OF PAGES SENT
1 through 12

SUNDAY DATE OF PUBLICATION
January 10, 2010

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

THANK YOU!



